The forest busied itself taking advantage of the last few
moments of darkness Ungern got up, took his mare by the
bridle, and walked straight in front of him towards the
daylight His saddle stayed firmly in place, and no stone
barred his way
A group of horsemen were drawn up on the edge of the
forest The prophecy was coming true Ungern galloped
towards them They fired a shot or two in his direction.,
and then waited for him m silence
They were Mongols belonging to his division. some of
those who had deserted during the night There were four
elderly men and one young man When they recognized
Ungern, they looked uneasy
Ungern rode up to them
'I forgive you, slaves,5 he said, 'but you must obey me *
He sat down on the ground and ordered them to bring
him vodka and water As he drank the mixture thirstily,
he said to himself that he had been wrong to take Russians
into Mongolia They didn't know how to obey But
Yellows knew. They had been to a good school.
'Do you know the name of Genghis Khan?* he asked
The Mongols said nothing
'Genghis Khan, the great Khan of the Mongols ?'
Ungern persisted
One of the men smiled
*Ankhi chiniss khanai idi? he said
'What does that mean?'
Another Mongol translated
'Vodka was Genghis Khan's drink. It was he who
invented it'
'How did he do that?'
'So they say among us,' said the Mongol. Tor my
part, I don't know anything about it,' he added, in a
deprecating tone of voice
'And is that all you know about Genghis Khan?'
'Yes'
[293]